[Initial experiences with the MR "magnitude contrast angiography of the lower extremities].
45 patients with occlusive peripheral vascular disease were examined by MR angiography in a retrospective study. A FISP 3D sequence was used by acquiring a rephased and a dephased data set. The individual slices were post-processed by using a maximum-intensity-projection algorithm. The MRA results of the popliteal and tibioperoneal arteries were compared to conventional or digital angiography. In comparing these techniques MR angiography cannot be accepted for pre- and postoperative staging of patients with occlusive peripheral vascular disease. In future new MRA techniques may be useful in postoperative staging of patients with peripheral vascular stenosis.